
 

Language editing card- have you used a range of language devices (6) 
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 d
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 is b
ein

g
 

d
o

n
e.  

 

P
o

w
erfu

l v
erb

s to
 

sh
o

w
 a

ctio
n

.  

S
im

iles to
 co

m
p

a
r
e. 

M
eta

p
h

o
rs to

 m
a

k
e 

n
o

u
n

s seem
 to

 b
e 

so
m

eth
in

g
 else.  

P
erso

n
ifica

tio
n

 to
 g

iv
e 

a
 n

a
tu

ra
l n

o
u

n
 h

u
m

a
n

 

ch
a

ra
cteristics.  
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A
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C
o
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 p
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w
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Example:  

The dark, 

eerie night. 

 

Slowly, the 

tired, old 

man 

plodded 

through the 

dimly lit 

street.  

Example: 

The aircraft 

flew high.  

 

Elegantly 

yet swiftly, 

the majestic 

bird glided 

through the 

sky.  

 Use a 

thesaurus to 

find 

alternative 

choices for 

verbs.  

Example:  

Said- 

whispered, 

bellowed.  

Example:  

 

Like a 

feather 

the leaf 

gently 

floated to 

the 

ground.   

 Example:  

Eddie had a 

heart of 

gold.  

 

Silk hair 

draped over 

her 

shoulder. 

  

Ruby red.  

Example:  

The wind 

gently  

stroked the 

trees with its 

breath. 

 

The bony 

fingers of the 

tree tapped 

on the 

window.   

Think about 

your audience 

or the 

character you 

are 

portraying. 

Do you need 

formal or 

informal 

language?   

Example

:  

 

Breath-

taking 

beauty.  

 

Ruby 

red.  

 

Unimagi

nable 

universe.  

Which 

tense 

should 

you be 

writing 

in?  

 

Past, 

present or 

future? 

Check 

the 

position

ing of 

the 

subject 

and 

object. 

 

Passive 

= SVO 

Active= 

OVS  

         



 

 

 


