
Y4b Language card 

Device How to use Checklist 

Formal language 

 
Language used for more 

serious, professional or 

technical situations.  

Think about whether it is more 

appropriate to use informal and 

formal language.  

 

Consider your audience, the purpose 

and the content of your text.  

 

Formal Informal 

apologise sorry 

desire want 

inform tell 

assist help 

verify check 

request/enquire ask 

receive get 

commence start 
 

 

Informal language  

 
Language used in more relaxed 

setting, with people you know. 

 

Determiners 

 

Have you used appropriate 

determiners with your nouns?  

The castle (specific)  

A castle (general) 

That castle (specific) 

Those castles (plural)  

 

Expanded noun phrases 
  

 

 

 

 

 

A phrase to describe a noun: a 

person, place or thing.  

Have you used a determiner to 

introduce your noun and 

adjectives to describe them?  

Warrior. Noun 

The warrior. Noun phrase 

The fierce, noble warrior. 

Expanded noun phrase.  

 

Plurals 

 

 

 

 

More than one of a noun. 
 

Top tips:  

1. Nouns ending in y replace with 

ies e.g. family -> families.  

2. Nouns ending in x add an es 

e.g. fox -> foxes. 

3. Other nouns add an s (no 

apostrophe).  

 



 


